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I just want to take up a few lines in this newslett er 
to thank all that have attended the meetings and ev ents 
in the last year. A chapter can have a thousand 
members but if only eight show up to take care of 
business it will slowly implode on its self. We hav e had a 
faithful dozen or more all year out of 180 or so. W e 
picked up about thirty new members in the last year  but 
we also lost about the same amount. So we can say t hat 
we have maintained our numbers which is better than  
most chapters can say. 
. 

 A very big thank you goes to Breeze, Thunder, 
Sonny, Rich, Renie, Alex, Sheila, Doug, Hank and Ca ndy 
for pulling the wagon all year.  
 

Thanks to Bob Meyers for his years of service to 
ABATE as the South West Region Representative also.  
 

We are going to start off the year with a full slat e of 
officers for 2010. Ron Carter is taking over the 
President’s position and he is no stranger to being  an 
ABATE officer. Knuckle Head Ron or California Ron a s 
we knew him back then, and I go way back to the 
beginnings of this chapter. Please give him your su pport 
and don’t forget to renew your membership when you get 
the notice.  
 

Thanks to all for being a member and helping to 
keep motorcycling the way it is here in Illinois as  we 
know and love it. 
 
Mike Gallagher 
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                My fellow ABATE members, I bet most  of 
you remember Ralf Nader and his Nader’s Raiders 
from the 60’s. You may remember the Corvair as one 
of his accomplishments of the times. Ralf was one 
the first safety Nazi’s of my lifetime and he was 
responsible for pushing the Chevrolet Corvair line 
out of business. Ralf is also the Founder of NHT SA, 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
Tom Clark brought something up to me recently 
regarding the black helicopter crowds of the past 2 0 
years. Turns out there was an elite unit (Delta 
Force- 5 th  Group Special Forces) with black 
unmarked helicopters operating around the U.S. and 
the black helicopter crowd wasn’t a bunch of nut 
case conspiracy theorists after all. (Sorry Lyle)  
�

Now we are faced with a nationalized health 
care system. I’m not going to argue about the healt h 
care system, I know it has problems, my concern is 
the people that will be put in charge of it. If you  
think Ralf Nader is a dying breed then you obviousl y 
are living in a fantasy world. If you think this bi ll is 
transparent and that there won’t be a whole bunch 
of nightmares coming out of it for all of us, well I 
don’t know what to say to you. There is black 
helicopters in this bill and a whole bunch of Ralf 
Nader’s waiting to fly them right into your life an d 
control every aspect of it. This last election had 
consequences and we are going to see them. Get 
ready for a long expensive fight and oh yea, enjoy 
your holiday season. 

 
Mike Gallagher 
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