
 

“A Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Chapter Newsletter 

The mission of the members of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois is to preserve the 

universal right to a safe, unrestricted motorcycling environment, and to 

propose and advocate actions that can be taken by elected and 

appointed officials to protect and conserve the natural resources of the 

State of Illinois, and ensure through professional management that 

sustainable use, recreational opportunities and enjoyment of these new 

resources are available for this and future generations. 

Next meeting date is 

Thursday, Nov. 10, 2011 
At the Elk’s Lodge #664 located at the intersection of 

HWY 161 and Old Lincoln Trail, Fairview Heights, IL. 

Meetings start promptly at 7:00pm.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
President: 
Ron Carter 

rcarter1947@hotmail.com 

V. President: 
Al Yung 

yungajy@yahoo.com 

Secretary: 
Sue Starko  

sstarko@charter.net 

Activities: 
Alex Cortez 

acortez_2@yahoo.com 

Sgt at Arms: 
Roger Johnston 

Rramjet52@yahoo.com 

State Board Rep: 
Renie KinKade 

rkrk143@ameritech.net 

Membership: 
Mike Gallagher 

yankeemike1@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter 
Tom Clark: 

squirtsbikerpage@yahoo.com 

Alt State Board Rep:  
Mike Gallagher 

yankeemike1@sbcglobal.net 

Region Rep:  
Alex Cortez 

acortez_2@yahoo.com 

Public Relations:  
Katie Gallagher 

irishrose@yahoo.com 

Alt State Board Rep:  
Alex Cortez 

acortez_2@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: 
Tina Carter 

tinakcarter08@yahoo.com 

Safety & Education:  
Kelly Silvey  

kgsilvey@live.com 

Legislative: 
Mike Gallagher 

yankeemike1@sbcglobal.net 

Honorary Chaplain: 
Pastor Doug White 

pastorwhite@edgemontbiblechurch.org 

 

 

Chasers would like to wish you and your family a safe 
and wonderful Thanksgiving! 

*November 5- Brad‟s Birthday Party: “HUSH” 8-12; Bonfire, food, 
drink specials 

*November 19- “TEMPERED” 8-12 

*November 23- Thanksgiving Eve: Drink specials, open jukebox 
from 7-close 

*November 24- Happy Thanksgiving! Open at 3PM 

*December 10- Chasers Christmas Party- More info to come! 
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By: 
Mike Gallagher 

HB2860 / Veto of our Red Light Bill The following is from Bob Meyers, the Legislative 

Coordinator for ABATE Of Illinois: 

“On Tuesday, 25th, the House voted 94-21 to override the Amendatory Veto on our bill. This 
took us by surprise that it went to the floor as we are going to give Quinn the 120 seconds he wanted. 
This is for the General Assembly to show them that we are easy to work with. This bill will have a trailer 
bill for the 120 sec for the senate and then go back to the house for another vote. If we don't get the bill 
through the senate then we don't have to worry about the house. This bill is "Ours to Lose". We will win 
if we make these calls but we must make them as the Governor's office, the ISP, and IDOT have been 
lobbying very hard against us. We need a BIG win to show them our strength and influence with the 
General Assembly. You have the info let‟s use it.” ~Bob  

O.K., Now, we have a trailer bill on HB2860, that gives Quinn the 120 second delay you have to 
sit at the light before you proceed through it safely if it doesn‟t register your motorcycle on the grid. We 
are not giving him the “Affirmative Defense” that he wants in the bill. If we give him that then we might 
as well toss out the bill as it is totally useless and a waste of everybody‟s time. My attempt at defining 
affirmative defense in this scenario is: Motorcyclists that get a ticket at a malfunctioning light or one 
that doesn‟t recognize you sitting there can use the excuse in court that it was a malfunctioning light 
and they will drop the case. You still have to take the day off work and go to court and it will be on your 
record for the rest of your life that you were CHARGED with running a red light. They want to use this 
as “Probable Cause” to pull you over and run you through the system but if HB2860 passes like we 
want it then you say as per Illinois Vehicle code blah, blah, blah you proceeded through the 
malfunctioning light. Now they have no probable cause and must release you, if I am explaining it 
right.. 

All you have to do is call Senator Clayborne at 217-782-5399 or 618-875-1212. Ask him to 
please support the veto override of HB2860 with the trailer bill that gives Governor Quinn the 120 
seconds that he asked for. Then ask him if he is going to support it and does he understand why we 
need this bill passed. Like Bob said above, “You have the info, let’s use it.” 

 

 

Iôm full of GREAT information and I can SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT ABATE OF ILLINOIS! You 
can: 

o GIVE ME TO A FRIEND! 
o THROW ME AT AN ENEMY! 
o TAKE ME WITH YOU TO THE DENTIST OR DOCTOR‟S OFFICE AND LEAVE ME ON THE TABLE! 
o TAKE ME TO WORK AND PIN ME TO THE MESSAGE BOARD! 
o TAKE ME TO WORK AND GIVE ME TO A BUDDY! 
o TAKE ME TO WORK, SPIT SPITBALLS AT THE BOSS AND THEN GIVE ME TO A BUDDY! 
o TAKE ME TO THE UNEMPLOYMENT OFFICE FOR SPITTIN‟ SPITBALLS AT MY (OLD) BOSS! 

o DONôT THROW ME AWAY!  I CAN HELP ABATE OF ILLINOIS GET OUR NUMBERS UP! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
          

          
 

      
 

 

      
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

 From the Prezé 
 

Tom, your newsletter wonk, here. Tha‟ Prez and his First Lady are in tha‟ process 
of movin‟ so he asked me to remind y‟all that OFFICER NOMINATIONS will take place 
at November‟s meeting with ELECTIONS happenin‟ at December‟s meetin‟. If you have 
ever  wanted to dip yer piggy into ABATE of Illinois bidness, then this is tha‟ place to 
start! ALSO, don‟t forget that we will have our CHRISTMAS PARTY immediately 
followin‟ tha‟ December meeting. If‟n y‟all didn‟t make it last year, shame on ya’! There‟ 
was good grub and cold drinks for all and it was all FREE, compliments of St. Clair 
County ABATE, so un-ass tha‟ AO, that‟s “area of operations” for you civilian types, and 
drag yer butts to tha‟ meeting!  

                          Respects „n take care out there! 
        Tom “Squirts” Clark 
         Jus’ squirtin’ along… 
 
 

 

By: Ron Carter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

By: Mike Gallagher 

     Our Chapter is holding a combination ñMembership Drive / Public Relations / ABATEPAC Partyò on 
January 22nd. It will be held at The Nut Sports Bar & Grill in Freeburg at 2:00 in the afternoon on a Sunday. 
We will have a couple of raffles going to benefit the ABATEPAC. We are hoping everyone that comes through 
the door will donate $5.00 to the PAC also but it is not mandatory or a requirement to get in. Everyone is 
welcome so bring a friend and your family. We have bumper stickers to give to every member that comes 
in and anybody that joins that day. We will have some type of finger food or maybe just deserts as the Nut 
serves/sells food. Owner Jackie Sommers & Manager Sheila Gallagher are both chapter members so I‟m sure 
we‟ll get some kind of food special like wings or tacos. We would like you to come by and re-up if itôs 
coming due or bring a friend or spouse to sign up. We also want to see the members we donôt get to 
see on meeting nights or runs for whatever reason, job etc. We want you to meet and talk to us as 
weôre doing a little P.R. within the chapter. We most definitely need it for the amount of members we 
have lost over the years. 

We seem to do a half-way decent job over the years of getting new members but, and there’s always a 
but, we don‟t re-up a very high percentage of members. Over half of our members have been members for ten 
years or more. But we have a constant flow of bikers passing through our membership list and never 
re-upping. I suppose we always will have and need them bikers because out of that field grows the few that 
will carry on the fight for our freedoms. Just keep hammering out there and get them new members from 
your pool of friends and acquaintances. You never know, you just might sign up the one that will be 
carrying the torch long after you and I are sitting in a rocker at the old folks home telling stories. 

We had ten new or renewals in October, two in September, four in August and two in July. So far this 
year Tina has processed seventy one members through our books. We don‟t see all of them as a lot of us sign 
up five years at a time and some send it straight to the state office in Galesburg. Our state office is currently 
working on a program to automatically re-up your membership on your credit card if you choose. 

 

 

 
Cycle Rider Safety Training Fund 

The Illinois State Supreme Court on 10/28/2011 handed down their decision on whether or not the 
Governor has the power to sweep money from the Cycle Rider Safety Training Fund and they ruled in favor of 
the state.  

The last little paragraph says it all: 

“The Supreme Court concluded that the legislature cannot create an irrevocable trust with public money 
because this would place an unconstitutional restraint upon the legislature‟s plenary power. The court, thus, 
found no impediment to the legislature‟s withdrawals from the cycle fund.” 

We will get with the lawyers and the Comptroller to see if there is something we can do. I wish to thank 
the team of Rod Taylor, George Tinkham, and Matt Franklin for their hard work on presenting our case to the 
Ill.Supreme Court. This is one of the reasons we have ABATE Legal Services, someone to represent us.There 
is no shame in losing. Shame comes when you don't try - and "Try We Did" 

Bob Myers; Legislative Coordinator; ABATE of Illinois, Inc 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 



 

 

  

                                          
By: Board Representative; Renie Kin Kaid 

ABATE of Illinois State Board of Directors Meeting October 15, 2011 
2012 state budget presented and passed 
 
Second Round of Nominations: 
State Coordinator:  Mike Meyers 
Assistant State Coordinator:  Jim “Legs” Korte (Piasa), Scott Gerke (NW Region) 
Secretary:  Laurel Stiegel (Central IL), Pam Boland 
Treasurer:  Julie Bacon 
Legislative:  Bob Myers 
Safety & Ed.:  Laura Mayars 
Newsletter:  Ronie “RJ” Scroggins 
Public Relations:  Carleen Grant 
Products:  Terrie VanHuss 
Activities:  Mike Sprecher, he was not present and some people said he will probably decline the position. 
Bike Raffle Co-Coordinators:  Bob Dodson, he declined at first, later said he would accept as a Co-
Coordinator.  Marsha Mallette of Windy City volunteered to be a Co-Coordinator with Bob.  Roger Leach has 
offered a place to store the bike in a central location if necessary. 
NE Region Coordinator:  John Bloch & Jay Spivey (Co-Coordinators) 
NW Region Coordinator:  Ryan Endberg 
SW Region Coordinator:  Rich KinKade 
SE Region Coordinator:  Rick “Doc” Jones 
EC Region Coordinator:  Open 
WC Region Coordinator:  Kevin “Capp” Goudschaal & Don Boland (Co-Coordinators) 
 
NOTE:  Our chapter needs to discuss and decide which of the nominees for the positions of Assistant State 
Coordinator and Secretary they would like to vote in office for 2012.  I heard all parties speak, please see below 
synopsis for each candidate. 
 

Nominees for Assistant State Coordinator: 
Jim ñLegsò Korte ï Has held the position twice before, as well as the State Coordinator position.  He 
knows the position well and what it entails.  He is very dedicated to ABATE and our fight for biker rights. 
 
Scott Gerke ï Has been on the E-Board for the past three years as the Northwest Region Coordinator.  He 
has the desire and dedication to serve the members of ABATE.  He stated, “it is the members who drive us 
and make a difference.”  
 
Nominees for Secretary: 
Laurel Stiegel ï She presently holds an office in the West Central chapter and is a retired schoolteacher, 
providing her ample time to fulfill the responsibilities of this position.  She has held secretarial positions 
within several major corporations, therefore, has the experience necessary for this office.  She has a college 
degree and is very personable. 
 
Pam Boland ï She presently holds the position of secretary for the West Central chapter.  She is Don 
Boland‟s wife and Don is a nominee for West Central Region Co-Coordinator.  She is personable and 
obtains skills necessary for this position.   

 



 

 

  

 

 

    

UpComing Events:  
December 3 ï Piasa-Gateway Annual Christmas Party 
December 10, 2011 ï BOD Meeting and Christmas Party afterward at Crow‟s Mill Pub (Formerly 
Bootleggers) 
November 3 ï SW Region meeting in Trenton 
November 5 ï Apple Creek‟s Toy Drive 
January 20, 21 and 22, 2012 State Seminar, at the Northfield Center, Springfield, IL.   

Pre-Registration - $30,  
Registration at the door - $40.  
Pre-Registration for the Seminar ONLY - $10  
Registration at the door for the Seminar ONLY - $15.   

A pre-registration should have been included in the October state newsletter.  Each chapter received 
information in the chapter mailbox with a confirmation number to reserve one room in October and if 
you want more rooms, you will need to call back in December to reserve them.   
Sponsorships are needed from each chapter and the deadline is December 31st at the state 
office.  Sponsor levels and prices are: 
 Bronze - $50 
 Silver - $100 
 Gold - $250 
 Platinum - $500   
Last year our chapter was a Gold sponsor ($250), which included a business card size ad in the 
seminar program and a star on our chapter banner as a “Proud Supporter” with the year printed on it.  
The banners will be used for 4 years and then a new one will be purchased. The seminar is open to 
ALL members and is a great time to meet members from chapters nationwide.  It is also a good 
opportunity to enhance the operation of the organization and become further educated on what ABATE 
is all about.  All members should consider attending.  A donation of $25 is also requested to get our 
chapter name on a banner that will be displayed in the hospitality room. 
February 19, 2012 - Springfield Swap Meet 
March 7 – Legislative Day, Springfield, IL 
May 6, 2012 - Awareness Rally, at the Capital Building, Springfield, IL 
 
Membership: 

We are holding steady at about 10,000 members statewide. The state office will be setting up 
online applications for new/renewal memberships through PayPal.  You do not have to have a PayPal 
account to apply online.  Keep your eyes appealed on the website for this enhancement.  The state 
office sent out a letter to the chapters for anyone interested in ordering rockers for 1985 & ‟86.  Please 
get in touch with your officers or Pauli Ward at the state office if you would like one.   
 
Treasurer: 
990‟s will be sent out December 1st to the chapter mailing address on file. 
 



 

 

Safety & Ed:  
Laura reports that there have been 433 classroom presentations with over 10,000 students involved.  Bob Meyers, Mike 
Myers, and Laura have set up a meeting with the Secretary of State and will work on adjusting the course for those who 
wish to get a “J” classification on the license.  The 2010 statistics are on the website.  She had supplies for several 
chapters and thanked chapters for their donations.  She also has yard signs for sale.  The Safety & Ed video needs 
updating and the cost will be out of range of her budget.  She is looking for a member from each region to help plan a new 
one.  The cost could be partially covered by grants, but many chapters do not fill out the forms properly when they do 
classes, which disqualifies us for the grants.  As a reminder, it is very important the Safety & Ed forms be properly 
completed and sent to Laura  in a timely manner for our chapter to receive proper credit. 
 
Bike Raffle: 
Certificates for sales of bike raffle tickets were given out to the following chapters:  Piasa-Gateway, Crossroads, 
Blackhawk, Freeport, Peo-Taz, Freedom by Choice, Shoal Creek, Dukane, Northwest Region, Kishwaukee Valley, 
Southwest Region, Starved Rock.  Several chapters donated their checks back to various funds.  This year St. Clair had 
$0.00 bike raffle sales.  This is quite an embarrassment since we have almost 200 members.  Let‟s make it a challenge to 
sell some next year.  In accordance with our chapter By-Laws Activities 5, we should have purchasedone book. 
 
 
Pac Reports: 
ABATE-PAC:  “Hunter” John Harris thanked the following chapters for their donations:  Big River, Open Roads, Peo-Taz, 
Freebird, Freedom Valley, Freeport, Crooked Creek, Fulton County, Freedom by Choice, Kishwaukee Valley, Freedom 
Riders.  December 6

th
 is the deadline for filing for office, then the questionnaires will be send out, they will be due the end 

of December and graded on January 7
th
 so the results can go in the February paper.  Both the Southeast and Southwest 

regions are in need of trustees.   
 
FED/PAC:   
Cindy Lannom‟s chapter donated money to Safety & Ed for their video.  Peo-Taz donated to FED-PAC.  The Saturday 
night of the seminar will be the FED-PAC fundraiser. 
 
MRF:   
Upcoming events for 2012 include:   
March 23-25 – Heartland Steam in Nebraska, the money raised will go to the MRF. 
April 15 - Beast of the East 
May 17 - Bikers in the Beltway 
June 15 - Best of the West 
September 19–23 - Meeting of the Minds (Location – North Carolina) 
 
     There will be an Aftermarket Assistant added to the MRF board.  Jim “Legs” Korte announced the winner of the Young 
Activist Scholarship and urged others to take advantage of this award. 
     He went over the Legislative Agenda; it will be on the website in about a month. 
NHTSA has a 30 page report on “Countermeasures that Work” and all should google it.  It lists state motorcycle helmet use 
laws as the most effective. 
     Jim “Legs” Korte has a budget request.  The allotted amount is $3,000.00 and he feels $6,000.00 will be needed.  He 
asked for money to be donated to the MRF Board member associate account. 
 
Reminder that the State BOD meeting is December 10 in Springfield, IL.  This is a perfect time for you to come view how 
ABATE business is conducted at the state level with all chapters from the state present. 
 

Ride Safe, 

Renie KinKade 

Board of Directors Rep 
 
 

 

 

 

    


