
 

“A Brotherhood Aimed Toward Education” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Chapter Newsletter 

The mission of the members of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois is to preserve the 

universal right to a safe, unrestricted motorcycling environment, and to 

propose and advocate actions that can be taken by elected and 

appointed officials to protect and conserve the natural resources of the 

State of Illinois, and ensure through professional management that 

sustainable use, recreational opportunities and enjoyment of these new 

resources are available for this and future generations. 

Next meeting date is 

Thursday, Sept. 8, 2011 
At the Elkôs Lodge #664 located at the intersection of 

HWY 161 and Old Lincoln Trail, Fairview Heights, IL. 

Meetings start promptly at 7:00pm.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
President: 
Ron Carter 

rcarter1947@hotmail.com 

V. President: 
Al Yung 

yungajy@yahoo.com 

Secretary: 
Sue Starko  

sstarko@charter.net 

Activities: 
Alex Cortez 

acortez_2@yahoo.com 

Sgt at Arms: 
Roger Johnston 

Rramjet52@yahoo.com 

State Board Rep: 
Renie KinKade 

rkrk143@ameritech.net 

Membership: 
Mike Gallagher 

yankeemike1@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter 
Tom Clark: 

squirtsbikerpage@yahoo.com 

Alt State Board Rep:  
Mike Gallagher 

yankeemike1@sbcglobal.net 

Region Rep:  
Alex Cortez 

acortez_2@yahoo.com 

Public Relations:  
Katie Gallagher 

irishrose@yahoo.com 

Alt State Board Rep:  
Alex Cortez 

acortez_2@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: 
Tina Carter 

tinakcarter08@yahoo.com 

Safety & Education:  
Kelly Silvey  

kgsilvey@live.com 

Legislative: 
Mike Gallagher 

yankeemike1@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

Chaser Anniversary Party Sept 4 

Hush playing 7 ï 11 

Sept 24 - Tempered playing 9 - 1 
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By: Katherine Gallagher 

 On Thursday, August 25th our chapter's 

"legislative team" attended Representative Tom 
Holbrook's fundraiser at Belle Air Bowl. There we got 
to enjoy good drinks and eats and rub elbows not 
only with Representative Holbrook, but 
Representative Jerry Costello II also. 
 
    

Thanks, Katie Rose 
 

 
 

Pictured left to right: 
Tina Carter, Michael Gallagher, Ron Carter, Representative 

Jerry Costello, Alan Jung, Representative Tom Holbrook, Alex 
Cortez, Theresa Miller, Katherine Gallagher, Pastor Doug White

  

 

FEDERAL 

HR 229 is a bill in the U.S. congress 
to establish national standards for state 
safety inspections of motor vehicles and for 
other purposes. If this bill was to pass it 
would blackmail states into doing what the 
feds want or withhold funds. I canôt imagine 
this bill going anywhere but then again 
nothing would surprise me coming out of this 
congress. Call Congressman Jerry Costello 
at 618-233-8026 and ask him to oppose this 
blackmail bill. 

STATE 

We will be attempting to amend the 
handle bar height restriction next secession. 
Law is handgrips at ñShoulder Heightò 
maximum right now. The Board Of Directors 
meeting in August agreed that we should try 
to amend it to ñTop Of Riders Headò as the 
height limit. If we went with ñNo Restrictionsò 
as is in eleven other states then that would 
give free reign to allow the most extreme 
and radical heights possible. I want no part 
of that and will lobby our own organization 
against it for safety reasons. Eleven states 
have shoulder height limits as we do right 
now.  

The only other state that has higher 
than shoulder is California with a 6 inches 
above shoulder maximum height. The rest of 
the states have different measurements from 
seat height to different points on or at fasten 
point on handle bars. I believe ñTop of 
Riders Headò is a very liberal half way point 
to no restrictions. If you think different then 
you better speak up and be heard at the next 
meeting if you want to be part of the 
process. 

Mike Gallagher 

 

By: 
Mike Gallagher 

 M 
Illinois State Motorcycle License 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
          

          
 

      
 

 

      
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 

 From the prez- 
 

          Just a quick reminder to all...We will have LOTS of 'White Lightening' T-shirts, both long sleeve 

and short sleeve for sale soon so save your bucks. Oh...and also...don't forget to go on the White 
Lightening Run next month; always a good time - a little different from the rest ...and FREE!.  
 

         Mike G. is still doing double duty as legislative officer and membership officer...we need 

someone to handle the latter position as no one should have to handle two or more officer positions 
with nearly 200 members in the chapter. So whaddya think...somebody out there care to step up? Not 
too hard of a job and you will have the help of all the other officers as you need it. Let us know at the 
meeting. 
 

         We would still like to see more of a turn-out at the meetings. Sturgis is a memory, summer 

will be ending soon, and officer elections will be on us before you know it. We need to keep our 
chapter viable; so, while it is in pretty good shape right now, remember...our ABATE chapter only 
stays as strong as it does depending on the participation we receive from the membership. 
Hope to see ya at the meeting... 
 
         Ron Carter 
         Prez-O-St. Clair Co. ABATE 

By: Ron Carter 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=motorcycle+line&um=1&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GWYE_enUS245US245&biw=1024&bih=601&tbs=itp:lineart&tbm=isch&tbnid=zGp6_B8camrC4M:&imgrefurl=http://www.etsy.com/listing/60878138/vintage-harley-style-line-art-motorcycle&docid=V1HNdOnZ6JGabM&w=966&h=519&ei=oB9cToa9EOaQsALnx4Ac&zoom=1


 

 

  

 

 

T-CLOCK is a mnemonic developed by the Motorcycle 

Safety Foundation for assisting you in doing a 

comprehensive pre-ride (or a pre-purchase) inspection of a 

motorcycle. It is easily memorized and very useful. The 

individual letters stand for the specific areas to check:  

¶ T ð Tires & Wheels  

¶ C ð Controls  

¶ L ð Lights  

¶ O ð Oil  

¶ C ð Chassis  

¶ K ð Kickstand  

 

By: Kelly Silvey 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

By: Renie KinKade 

Rod Taylorôs induction into the Hall of Fame took 
place at Sturgis this year. What an honor and congratulations 
to Rod!! 

Accidental Death and Dismemberment Benefit 

Beneficiaries of an active ABATE member are 

eligible to receive $2,500 in the event of death due to an 
accident. If a death occurs within 90 days of the 
accident the beneficiary is still eligible to collect. You do 
not have to enroll to be eligible for this benefit; your 
membership in ABATE is your enrollment. There is no 
requirement for you to talk to an agent to be eligible for 
this benefit. If an agent hounds you to meet with them, 
please get the agentôs name and provide that along with 
the city you live in to Mike Meyers, State Coordinator.  

Legislative  

The red light bill is still on Governor Pat Quinnôs 
desk. If it gets signed soon, motorcyclists and bicyclists 
sitting at a red light that will not turn green, will be able 
to treat this as a stop sign and proceed when safe to do 
so. Once signed, this bill will become effective January 
1, 2012. 

     HR 748 - A motion was made and passed for 

ABATE to support this bill in legislation.  

     HR 229 ï A motion was made and passed for 

ABATE to oppose this bill if it comes out to try and 
make a federal law for inspection of all vehicles. 

     Handle Bar Height - ABATE will vote for the height 

of handle bars to be between shoulder and head high, 
not over the drivers head.  

Safety and Education 

     Please be sure and turn your safety and education 

reports into Laura Mayer, Safety and Education Coordinator 
on a monthly basis. Only 30 chapters out of 63 are reporting 
their safety and education presentations. Pens and key 
chains or anything else provided for safety and ed classroom 
presentations are not to be handed out anywhere other than 
the classroom.  (Continued on Next Page) 

 

 

Events: September 24 ï Memorial Ride, 

signup is 10am ï Noon, starting at Festival 
Building, 2200 East Washington Street, East 
Peoria, IL, 

January 20, 21 and 22, 2012 State Seminar, at 
the Northfield Center, Springfield, IL. Pre-
Registration - $30, Registration at the door - 
$40. Pre-Registration for the Seminar ONLY - 
$10 Registration at the door for the Seminar 
ONLY - $15. The October state newsletter will 
include a pre-registration form. Each chapter 
can reserve one room in October and if you 
want more rooms, you will need to call back in 
December to reserve them. This is a great event 
that all members should consider attending. It is 
educational, as well as, a lot of fun. This event is 
a great place to meet ABATE members 
nationwide.  

February 19, 2012 - Springfield Swap Meet 

May 6, 2012 - Awareness Rally, at the Capital 
Building, Springfield, IL 

     Attendance at the State Party was way 

down this year. There were only 550 out of 
10,000 members that participated. This is one of 
major money making events for ABATE of 
Illinois. This year a profit of only $86 was made. 
A motion was made and tabled to cancel the 
State Party for next year. Each chapter is to vote 
on whether or not we should cancel the state 
party next year.  

     Treasurer reminder - a 990 must be 

completed for any events or prizes over $600. 

     Pauli will be out of the office the last week 

of September therefore, all chapters need to 
order their October mailing labels by the middle 
of September.  

 

 



 

 

  

 

      As of August 1st, IDOT has reported 62 

fatalities in Illinois. 

    MRF is in need of advertisers for the IL road 

trips books. The cost is $40 for 1/2 page and $60 
for a full page ad. Contact Jim ñLegsò Korte if you 
would like to advertise in these books. Legs will 
be contacting chapters in areas where the ride 
will be transiting for advertising support as well. 

Nominations for State Officers are as 

follows: 

State Coordinator: Mike Meyers 

Assistant State Coordinator: Jim ñLegsò Korte 
(Piasa), Scott Gerke (NW Region) 

Secretary: Laurel Stiegel (Central IL), Paulette 
Korte (Piasa) 

Treasurer: Julie Bacon 

Legislative: Bob Myers 

Safety & Ed.: Laura Mayer 

Newsletter: Ronie ñRJò Scroggins 

Public Relations: Carleen Grant 

Products: Terrie VanHuss 

Activities: Open 

 

 

 

Page 2 

State Officer Nominations (contôd) 

Bike Raffle Coordinator: Bob Dodson 

NE Region Coordinator: Open 

NW Region Coordinator: Ryan Endberg 

SW Region Coordinator: Rich KinKade 

SE Region Coordinator: Rick ñDocò Jones 

EC Region Coordinator: Open 

WC Region Coordinator: Kevin ñCappò 
Goudschaal & Don Bolen (Co-Coordinators) 

Thanks for all you do!!! It is greatly 
appreciated. 

~Renie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATCH  WATCH  

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Motorcycle+wreck&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4GWYE_enUS245US245&biw=1024&bih=601&tbm=isch&tbnid=ae-NGHjUlnMLUM:&imgrefurl=http://www.thesunblog.com/policeblog/archives/2009/06/&docid=k8u2S4PULXeKIM&w=360&h=270&ei=o5VdTrbcK5LN4QSn8YEC&zoom=1


 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 


