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Hello from DuKane A.B.A.T.E.!
May is almost over, its Primary Election time, and the miles are piling up
from our members as the beautiful weather has arrived!
May was an incredibly busy and successful month for the DuKane chapter. It was great to
receive Motorcycle Awareness Proclamations to bring awareness to cagers that we’re
back on the roads, especially receiving a proclamation from Wayne Township Supervisor
and DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Vice President Randy Ramey. Your Safety & Ed Officer Steve
Waltz and Mark Garrison continued to get into classrooms to make sure students are
aware of motorcycle safety, including a class that Mark Garrison spoke to at Waubonsie
Valley High School with Illinois State Senator Linda Holmes. And, Events Coordinator
Chris Newman, PR Coordinator Nathan Klapatch, Horsepower, Big Andy Pesek, myself,
and others had a great time attending Biker Sunday at Warehouse Church in Aurora, IL.
We’d like to thank Pastor Randy Schoof for having DuKane A.B.A.T.E. in attendance for
almost 2 decades. We absolutely love attending this Service and event!
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Another great event that happened in May was Motorcycle Awareness Day in Elburn, IL.
This was incredibly well put together – as always – by Chris Newman as we teamed up
with the Kane County Sheriff’s Department and the Elburn Police Department to make
sure people know that motorcycles are back on the roads and to put the cell phones down.
If they happened to pass through on their phones, they got to have a nice conversation
with an officer about why this is illegal in Illinois. It was a very well attended event,
including attendance by Board Members Randy Ramey, Chris Newman, John Bloch,
Amy Nelson, Steve Waltz, and Nathan Klapatch. It was also a treat to have ABATEPAC
Endorsed Gubernatorial Candidate Darren Bailey stop by and help us spread the word.
The day ended by having lunch at Knuckleheads Tavern – a HUGE DuKane A.B.A.T.E.
supporter – and we’d like to thank Dan and Shelly for inviting us in for a great time as
always. If you’re riding through Elburn, make sure to stop in at Knuckleheads as we support those who support us.

*** Notice ***
The views expressed or implied in this newsletter do NOT necessarily reflect the views, opinions or policy of DuKane or A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois, Inc. These opinions expressed or implied in these
articles are of the author. This publication encourages it’s members to express their own beliefs and/or opinions. DuKane Chapter accepts no responsibility for the opinions, views or comments
contained in this publication. DuKane Chapter reserves the right to edit any article submitted for publication for misspellings or inappropriate language.

President: Chris Hansen
I want to touch on last month’s article in the newsletter about Brauer House in
SOME GOOD NEWS!!!
Lombard. They were banning motorcycle clubs, cuts, and colors at their bike night
events. I’m happy to announce that after a lot of hard work by motorcyclists in the
area and good conversation, Brauer House has removed that policy and all
motorcyclists, clubs, and colors are welcomed at the event. Thank you to Steve Brauer
and Brauer House for understanding why this was a problem and removing the ban.
Get out on June 28th and VOTE! It’s Primary Election Day and the first part to ensuring
that elected officials in office are put in place that fight for the rights and freedoms of
motorcyclists in Illinois. Don’t just sit idly by and think that everyone else will vote them
in. Get off the couch, get out, and vote! ABATEPAC/FEDPAC endorsed candidates in
the DuKane area are Kane County Sheriff Ron Hain, Gubernatorial Candidate Darren
Bailey, and Congressional Candidate for IL03 Justin Burau. Refer to the May A.B.A.T.E.
of Illinois newsletter for the printed ABATEPAC/FEDPAC Voters Guides to know
where your candidates stand.
Up next is the DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Bikini Bike Wash on July 16th at Knuckleheads Tavern in Elburn, IL and the 7th
Annual #Sethtastic Motorcycle Run on July 23rd starting at Fox River Harley-Davidson in St. Charles, IL. These are
2 great events and ones we’re hopeful to see all of you at.
Make sure to join us on June 21st for our next DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Monthly Membership Meeting at the West
Chicago American Legion Post #300 at 7:30 SHARP. Candidate for DuPage County Board Chairman Greg Hart will
be our guest speaker. These meetings are beyond important to attend as you’ll hear reports from all your Board
Members and find out what’s happening with the DuKane Chapter in 2022. We are a stronger force in numbers, so
make sure you attend!
Continue watching ‘This Week in A.B.A.T.E.’ every other Wednesday on Facebook Live, have plans on June 28th to
GET OUT AND VOTE, and take advantage of the beautiful weather and ride, Ride, RIDE!
Get Out – Ride Safe – Ride Free
Chris Hansen
DuKane A.B.A.T.E. President

Important messages to take to heart. It’s good to know
there are good people doing good works.

Vice President/Legislative Rep.; Randy Ramey
Hello All,
SB 2940 is now Public Act 102-0820! The governor signed it on May 13th to much
fanfare I'm sure. Electric motorcycles will now be a part of the infrastructure
conversation and you will get a $1500 rebate if you purchase one. Thanks to all who
contacted their Reps and Senators!
Here is other news to digest.
102nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
State Senator Rachelle Crowe was unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate to serve as the United States Attorney
for the Southern District of Illinois. Crowe is expected to officially resign her Senate Seat in the coming days.
ELECTION UPDATE:
Early voting for the June 28th primary election began Thursday, May 19th. The Chicago Tribune compiled a guide to
the Illinois primary elections.
GOVERNOR'S HIGHLIGHTS:
Census Update: The Census Bureau released updated census numbers showing that it undercounted Illinois’
population by 1.97% in the 2020 Census. The undercount was discovered in a follow-up survey the bureau
conducted to measure the national tally’s accuracy. The net effect of the undercount means Illinois’ population
actually grew by roughly 250,000 rather than shrank by 18,000.

Social Equity Licenses: The Illinois Department of Agriculture issued the first pre-construction permits to social
equity licensees established under the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, which clears the way for the businesses to
begin construction. The Department issued permits to Galaxy Labs, Mint Cannabis, and Star Buds Illinois.
• Galaxy Labs, located in Richton Park, is 100% Latino and Black-owned
• Mint Cannabis, located in Forest Park, is 51% Latino-owned
• Star Buds Illinois, located in Rockford, is 66% Black-owned
Family Planning Clinics: The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services granted the State of Illinois $5.4
million to support and expand access to family planning services for low-income populations across Illinois. This
federal grant, coupled with $5.8 million in state GRF, equates to $11.2 million which will be allocated to 29
delegate agencies that operate 98 family planning clinics throughout the state. The new HHS grant to the Illinois
Department of Public Health will support access to Title X services under the Illinois Family Planning Program.
Nearly 100 family planning clinics throughout Illinois will benefit from $11.2 million in funding that will span
seven fiscal years, beginning July 1. The funding is a combination of monies from both the federal ($5.4 million)
and Illinois ($5.8 million) governments. The funding to the Illinois Department of Public Health will help support
and expand Title X services in Illinois. More info here.
Hospital Assessment: Governor Pritzker signed HB 1950 which extends and expands the Hospital Assessment
Program through 2026. The new law helps ensure cash-flow predictability for hospitals, tying greater funding to
higher Medicaid use to protect safety net hospitals. Also, certain hospitals are re-classified, and some tax
exemptions and waivers are enacted to help hospitals recover from the effects of COVID-19.
Ghost Guns: Governor Pritzker signed HB 4383 which bans statewide the sale and possession of so-called ‘ghost
guns’ – unserialized, privately made firearms often sold as a set of parts to be assembled at home.
Rural Healthcare: Two bills were signed concerning rural healthcare. SB 3017 amends the Loan Repayment
Assistance for Physicians Act to address the shortage of healthcare providers (especially obstetrical services) in
rural committees. SB1435 amends hospital licensing procedures to assist with health center mergers and increased
healthcare coordination in rural districts.
New Laws: The Governor signed over 100 additional bills into law this week.
Thank you,
Randy

Education and Safety; Steve Waltz
May is motorcycle awareness month and many ABATE Chapters are bringing the message of watch out for
motorcycles front and center. The problem is that motorcycle awareness isn’t just a one month per year issue.
We need to make sure that drivers watch out for motorcyclists every month of the year. Each of us that ride see
every day cagers on their cell phones sitting at traffic lights texting away, driving while holding cell phones in their
hands and reading emails while driving down the road. Even with Illinois making improper use of cell phones,
while operating a vehicle, a moving violation many municipalities don’t enforce this with any effort.
In 2002 there were 4.3 million motorcyclists in the United States by 2021 the number had increased to 8.6 million.
With the price of fuel heading toward $6.00 per gallon more and more motorcycles will be hitting the road. It is up
to each of us to make sure that those driving cars and trucks aren’t hitting us.
Each of us have a responsibility to make sure that people put down the phone and drive. There is never a call or text
message that is so important that it is worth the life of a motorcyclist. Each and every one of us when we leave
home expect to return in one piece.
It is up to all of us to keep motorcycle awareness in the forefront each and every month not just in the month of
May.
Steve Waltz
Safety and Education DuKane ABATE

Webmaster: Nathan Klapatch
Hey, everyone,
We're a busy chapter this month! We've hosted our Motorcycle Awareness Day and been to few
other motorcycle events, too! With Biker Sunday at the Warehouse Church, Fox River's
Birthday Bash, and our upcoming Memorial Day Parade in Maple Park, we'll have been
participating in quite a few events this month!
With this in mind, I've gotten quite a pictures of these events, more specifically of Biker Sunday
and Motorcycle Awareness Day. As usual, they're on Facebook and on our website for your
viewing pleasure!

I hope you have fun riding this month!
Nathan Klapatch

Newsletter: Mike Nicholson
Hi all,
I’m sitting outside, enjoying the sun, gentle breezes and a couple beers while putting this
Newsletter together. I can’t do this by myself. You may have noticed several names on the
tops of various pages. Those are the folks who actually write the newsletter. They write the
content, take the pictures and do all the grunt work needed to bring this to you each month
My “hard” work is making the words and pictures are all in order and fit the pages. Oh, and
running a spell check.
So I get to see all the content before everyone else. I read about Biker Sunday at Warehouse Church and Pastor
Randy Schoof. I saw the pictures and comments from Motorcycle Awareness Day. I learned about the Motorcycle
Awareness Proclamation from Wayne Township Supervisor and DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Vice President Randy Ramey.
I was glad to know our Safety & Ed Officer Steve Waltz and Mark Garrison continued to get into classrooms to get
the word out to those just learning to drive. We also heard a bit about politicians running for office
I also got to see all the flyers for upcoming events. I’m always amazed by all the good works and charities that are
supported by the motorcycle community. We all come together and help those who are in need of assistance.
The range of causes is amazing, Vets, those who have been victims of bullies, people who are battling illnesses that
are still searching for a cure are all in that list. Of course there are a few just fun items as well.
This got me to thinking. We are all free to decide what causes to support, or not. We are free to
go to a Bike Blessing, or not. Chris Hansen asked us to come to the next meeting, but we are
free to come, or not. The politicians running for office rely on our participation in the process
and our being free to vote for those we choose to represent us. The common thread is us being
free to act as we wish. But, like the newsletter it took others to keep us free to decide these
things.
Memorial Day is in just a few days. It is a day to remember those who stood up to insure we are
free to make those choices in in doing so gave their lives. Take a few minutes on Memorial Day
to remember those sacrifices. Maybe take a moment for a thought, prayer or wish for those they
left behind.
Because of their actions you are free to do this, or not.
I hope to see you along the road,

Secretary: Amy Nelson
DuKane Chapter of A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois

Membership Meeting Date: ____4/19/2022________________

AGENDA
TIME Meeting Starts: 7:30pm_______________________
Attendance:
Chris Hansen

X Randy Ramey

Viper

Mark Del Monaco

Kley Abel

Mike Nicholson

John Bloch

X Nathan Klapatch

Amy Nelson

X

Chris Newman
X Steve Waltz

X
X

X

Call To Order** Pledge of Allegiance **
New Members Welcome!
Names of New Members:
Officer Reports
GUEST SPEAKERS (if any)
President – Chris Hansen

Chris let everyone know that due to the hard work of motorcyclists in the area, Brauer House has backed off on their no
colors/clubs/1%ers policy and now welcome all riders. J.B. Pritzker signed SB2940 into law making sure that motorcyclists will be a part of the transportation and infrastructure future in Illinois. Pritzker also signed a proclamation making May Motorcycle Awareness Month in Illinois. While we may not be a fan of Pritzker, we still have to give him props
for that. Chris yielded his time to and recognized Andy Pesek who wanted to discuss motorcycle fatalities and getting
motorcycle awareness out to the public, not just each other. A lengthy discussion was had on this topic, including getting a PSA out and local media involved.
Vice President/Legislative – Randy Ramey
Not in Attendance
Membership – Chris Newman
How Many New Members: ____1____

Total Members: _____264_________

BOD State Representative – Kley Abel
Not in attendance.
Events – Chris Newman
Chris covered the recap on Motorcycle Awareness Day and what a success it was. He thanked the Kane County Sheriff’s
Department, Elburn Police Department, and Knuckleheads Tavern for their involvement and support. Also Biker Sunday was once again a success. He let everyone know that we have been invited to participate once again in the
Memorial Day Ceremony in Maple Park. We will meet at 11am on May 30th on Main Street in Maple Park. The Ceremony
starts at 11:30am. He also covered other events coming up like the DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Bikini Bike Wash, the 7th Annual
#Sethtastic Motorcycle Run, and the South Suburban A.B.A.T.E. Topless Tour.

Secretary: Amy Nelson
PR/Webmaster - Nathan Klapatch
Nathan talked about his attendance at Biker Sunday and Motorcycle Awareness Day. He also talked about all of the
pictures that were posted up on these events. Thanked all of the BOD members who also took pictures of the events.
Safety & Education – Steve Waltz
Steve has numerous classes coming up covering over 400 students. Mark Garrison talked about his visits to schools,
including one that was attended by State Senator Linda Holmes. Both discussed that getting swag for the students is
impossible for the state. A motion was made to spend $1,700 on keychains. Discussion happened. 15 votes yes, 1 no.
Motion passed

Road Captain: Viper
Not in attendance.
Treasurer – Mark Del Monaco
Mark is putting together a plan for reimbursement to chapter members, and will be turning over this plan to Paul Truax
once the chapter approves. If Paul likes it, he will take it to the state to adopt the same plan.
Independent Rep –John Bloch
John is out riding and has already been to the Mississippi River a couple of times. A reminder to call John if there are
any chapter issues that need to be discussed as he is the Independent Rep.

Newsletter – Mike Nicholson
Not in attendance.
Secretary –Amy Nelson
Not in attendance.
Raffles
Who Won 50/50? _No Raffle Done
Motion Made IF ANY:
Name of Person that Made the Motion:
Motion made by Steve Waltz to accept the monthly membership meeting notes from February
Second Made by:
Seconded by Horsepower
Motion Info:
Motion approved the notes from February’s meeting. Yes: _Unanimous_ No: __Motion Carried?? _Yes_
Name of Person that Made the Motion:
Motion made by Steve Waltz to spend $1,700 on S&E key chains to give to students.
Second Made by: Motion seconded by Mark Garrison.
Motion Info: Motion approves spending $1,700 on swag.
Horsepower’s reasoning for voting no is that there always has to be one.
Yes: _________15_________________
No: _________Horsepower__________________
Motion Carried?? _____Yes_________________________________
Motion Made IF ANY:
Name of Person that Made the Motion: Motion made by Randy Schoof to adjourn meeting.
Second Made by: Motion seconded by Steve Waltz.
Motion Info: Motion adjourns meeting.
Yes: _________Unanimous_________________
No: ___________________________
Motion Carried?? _____Yes_________________________________
Adjourn Meeting TIME ADJOURNED? ____8:47pm______________

Membership: Chris Newman
Wow! What a month. Your DuKane ABATE Membership team has been busy. We kicked
it off at Walneck’s Woodstock Swap Meet. Buzz offered us the finest spot on site, right by
the entrance, to set up our Membership Booth. We met ABATE Members from several
adjoining states. John Bloch and I shared the good news of ABATE with all who stopped
by. It was a great day, until the monsoon cleared out The McHenry County Fairgrounds.
Please join us for the 3 other Walneck Woodstock Swap Meet dates this year, June 28th,
August 21st, and October 16th.
On May 1st Randy Schoof invited us to set up at his legendary Motorcycle Sunday Bike Blessing at the Warehouse
Church in Aurora. It was a great day as always. Several DuKane ABATE Board members and many DuKane
members were in attendance. We were honored to be right next to our friends from the Christian Motorcyclists
Association (CMA). Great food and great company made for an awesome day. Be sure to be there next year!
On Tuesday May 10th was our 2nd time this season attending Cycle Gear Bike Night at the Promenade in Bolingbrook. Cycle Gear welcomes DuKane to set up a booth to promote ABATE. They host a Bike Night on the 2nd
Tuesday of every month from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Maxx Rockatansky from Will County ABATE joined me at this
happening. Our friends from CMA were there keeping the traffic flowing safely. This event draws a wide variety of
bikes and riders. Everything from cruisers to sport bikes, stretched out drag bikes to stretched out choppers, even
Honda Monkeys and scooters, over 400 riders were in attendance! Excellent food is always available. Stop by and
say hello on Tuesday June 14th!
Fox River Harley Davidson had their Birthday Bash on May 21st. Thank you Brian Rapier for inviting us to set up
out ABATE Membership tent. Lisa and I spoke to several people about the great things ABATE does for the
motorcycling community. Holy cow, Fox River Harley Davidson knows how to throw a party! Even though the
band pulled out early due to excessive moisture, a good time was had by all. Excellent smoked meats were provided
by Smileys BBQ, I partook of the delicious brisket sliders. Axe Legends brought out their famous axe tossing trailer
and other games of skill. Do not miss the Fox River Harley Davidson Birthday Bash next year.
I could use some help covering these local events promoting ABATE to the Illinois motorcycling community.
Please let me know if you can lend a hand.
Membership Coordinator is an open Board Of Directors position for DuKane ABATE. Please step forward and be
heard if you are ready, willing, and able to help your ABATE Chapter in maintaining our Membership rooster. The
new database system ABATE of Illinois has implemented made the task much easier.
Spring is in full swing. So many events coming up, I wish I could be everywhere all at the same time! Check the
fliers in this newsletter for upcoming event details. Follow DuKane ABATE on all social media outlets for future
events.

Events: Chris Newman
Please seek out and follow DuKane A.B.A.T.E. on Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram. Click on the links below to keep up with what’s happening.

Go Forth and Ride! – Chris Newman – Events Officer DuKaneEvents@gmail.com

Rolling Thunder POW/MIA Parade

Sunday May 29th

Maple Park Memorial Day Ceremony

Monday May 30th

War Dogs Charity Riders

Sunday June 5th

Chicago ABATE 34th Annual Spring Fling

Saturday June 11th

Illinois Motorcycle Freedom Run

Saturday June 18th

Battle Brothers Homeless Veterans Ride

Saturday June 18th

ABATE of Illinois State Party

June 23rd – 26th

Walneck’s Swap Meet Woodstock

Sunday June 26th

DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Bikini Bike

Saturday, July 16th

Sethtastic Motorcycle Run 2022

Saturday July 23rd

South Suburban ABATE Topless Tour

Saturday July 30th

Meeting Of The Minds

September 22nd – 24th

DuKane ABATE Toy & Food Run

Sunday, October 9th

Walneck’s Swap Meet Woodstock

Sunday, October 16th
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Want Ads and Advertisements:

Want Ads and Advertisements:

Want Ads and Advertisements:

Calamity Jane's Bar & Restaurant

Address: 9S593 Route 47, Sugar Grove, IL 60554
Phone: (630) 466-4427
Email: calamityjanesbar@yahoo.com

Want Ads and Advertisements:

Want Ads and Advertisements:

Knuckleheads
Tavern
108 E North Ave. Elburn, IL

Want Ads and Advertisements:

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of Each Month at 7:30pm
at the American Legion, Post #300
123 Main St. West Chicago, IL 60186
DuKane A.B.A.T.E. Membership Form
(Please Print Legibly)
( ) New Member

( ) Renewal

( ) Change

Date: _______________
Card # _________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________ Spouse: _________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: __________________________
Phone: (

) _______________________ County: ________________ Registered Voter? (1) _______ (2) ______

Congressional District: _______ Senatorial District: _______

Representative District: ________

Date of Birth (1 ) ______ - ______ - ______ ( 2 ) ______ - ______ - ______
Occupation: ( 1 ) ______________________________________ ( 2 ) ___________________________________________
Year/Make and Size of Scooter(s): ______________________________________________________________________
eMail Address(es): _____________________________________________________________________________________
Membership Renewal Fee:
( ) $25.00 per year, Single
( ) $45.00 per year, Couple
Moneysaver Special:
( ) $100.00 per 5 year, Single
( ) $180.00 per 5 year, Couple
Make Checks Payable To & Mail To:
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois—DuKane Chapter
P.O. Box 188
West Chicago, IL 60186-0188

DuKane Chapter
A.B.A.T.E. of Illinois
PO Box 188

www.dukaneabiteil.org

